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Introduction to proposed minor modifications

The Core Strategy - the process so far

1 The consultation on the Northumberland Local Plan Core Strategy Pre-Submission
Draft Plan (October 2015) took place between 14 October 2015 and 25 November 2015.
During the consultation period, the Council received almost 1,850 comments from almost
400 respondents, including group responses representing interest groups as well as
resident and action groups which totalled approximately 2,600 individuals.

2 Since the close of the consultation on the Core Strategy Pre-Submission Draft Plan,
all of the representations received have been reviewed and the Council has undertaken
additional and updated evidence base work and there have also been changes in
Government planning policy and guidance.

3 The Council consider it is necessary to propose modifications to the policies and
supporting text to the Northumberland Local Plan Core Strategy Pre-Submission Draft
Plan (October 2015) to address a range of issues raised during the Core Strategy
Pre-Submission Draft Plan consultation. This will ensure that the Core Strategy is up to
date, reflects the latest evidence base and fully meets the most recent requirements of
national planning policy. It is considered necessary to address these issues before the
Core Strategy is submitted to the Secretary of State for Independent Examination, in order
to ensure that the plan is sound.

This document - Minor Modifications - for information only

4 This particular schedule contains Minor Modifications that the Council is proposing
to make to the Core Strategy Pre-Submission Draft. We are not inviting comments on
these as they are considered minor - i.e not significant in nature, and not affecting the
policy framework of the plan or its interpretation. This document is for information only.
Comments on this document are not being accepted. Within this document, the
modifications are shown in yellow, proposed additions to the text being underlined thus:
Addition; and proposed deletions being scored through thus: Deletion. They are numbered
in the format MIN/XX/XX.

5 Within the schedule a number of proposed major modifications are shown in red where
these are included within paragraphs, tables, figures or policies that are also subject to
modifications. These major modifications are set out in full in a separate document that is
subject to consultation as detailed below.

Other documents - where responses are invited

6 A separate schedule contains Major Modifications that the Council is proposing to
make to the Core Strategy Pre-submission Draft Plan. The Major Modifications are those
which, in the Council's opinion, are significant in nature, and which do affect the policy
framework of the plan or its interpretation and on which comments are therefore being
sought. These are changes where the Council considers it important for interested parties
to be given the opportunity to comment on prior to the revised Core Strategy finally being
submitted to the Secretary of State for Independent Examination.
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7 Within the schedule of Major Modifications, the modifications are shown in red,
proposed additions to the text being underlined thus: Addition; and proposed deletions
being scored through thus: Deletion. They are numbered in the format MAJ/XX/XX.

8 The introduction to the schedule of Major Modifications explains that, as this is a formal
stage, responses should be on issues of soundness and should be made in writing online
or via the form provided. Further explanation is given in the Schedule of Major Modifications
document and on guidance notes accompanying the online or paper forms.

9 Comments will also be accepted on updated legal compliance documents - the
Sustainability Appraisal; the Habitats Regulations Assessment; and the Consultation
Statement.

What else is available?

10 We are also making these other documents available on line. These documents will
help set the context for the proposed modifications:

A version of the Pre-Submission Draft Plan showing both the major and the minor
modifications in context. Again, this is for information only and comments on this
document are not being invited nor will they be accepted.
The full range of associated evidence base and background documents, updated as
necessary.

What happens next?

11 Following the end of the consultation period on the Pre-Submission Draft: Schedule
of Proposed Major Modifications, the Council will consider all comments made on these
modifications and identify whether there are additional modifications required to respond
to legitimate issues of 'soundness' raised through the consultation. The Council is aware
that the Planning and Housing Bill may be enacted prior to the submission of the Core
Strategy and that there may also be other legislative changes and any further modifications
required as result will be made to the Core Strategy and submitted to the Inspector for
consideration at the independent examination.

12 Under Regulation 22 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England)
Regulations 2012, the Council must submit the Core Strategy, plus all representations on
it and all relevant accompanying documentation, to the Secretary of State for Communities
and Local Government.

13 There will then be an independent examination, where an appointed Planning
Inspector will consider the soundness of the Core Strategy having full regard to all the
evidence and all the representations received. Set out below are the key next stages in
the preparation of the Core Strategy.

Key stages for the preparation of the Core Strategy

MilestoneDate

Consultation on Pre-Submission Core Strategy:
Proposed Major Modifications

June - July 2016

Northumberland Local Plan Core Strategy - Pre-Submission Draft: Schedule of proposed
minor modifications (June 2016)
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MilestoneDate

Consideration of responses and preparation of
Submission document

July - October 2016

Full Council considers Submission Core Strategy
document

November 2016

Submission of Core StrategyDecember 2016

ExaminationSpring 2017

AdoptionSummer 2017

Further information

14 More information on this stage of the Local plan Core Strategy process can be
obtained online at corestrategy.northumberland.gov.uk, by emailing
PlanningStrategy@northumberland.gov.uk or writing to Planning and Housing Policy
Team, Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61
2EF.
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2. A spatial portrait of Northumberland - opportunities and challenges
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2. A spatial portrait of Northumberland - opportunities and challenges
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2. A spatial portrait of Northumberland - opportunities and challenges
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2. A spatial portrait of Northumberland - opportunities and challenges
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2. A spatial portrait of Northumberland - opportunities and challenges
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3. Spatial vision, objectives and outcomes
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3. Spatial vision, objectives and outcomes
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4. Delivering the vision for Northumberland
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Appendix B: Primary ShoppingArea andCommercial Centre boundaries
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Appendix C: Northumberland housing trajectory 2011 to 2031
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Appendix D: Green Belt Inset Boundaries for small settlements
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Appendix E: Mineral Safeguarding Areas
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Appendix F: Safeguarded minerals infrastructure
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